
Start 

Do you have a Spouse? 

Yes 

Is your Estate worth more 
than £250,000? 

 

Yes 

Do you have children? 

No 

Do you have children? 

No 

Spouse* receives everything (but check 
what happens on death of surviving 

spouse) 

Yes 

Shared equally between 
them or their Issue 

No 

Do you have parents? 

Yes 

Spouse* gets personal effects and first £250,000 
and a life interest in half the remainder. Children 

or their Issue receive the rest. 

No 

Do you have parents? 
 

Yes 

Spouse* receives personal effects and 
first £450,000 and half the balance. Rest 

shared between parents. 

No 

Do you have brothers or 
sisters? 

 

Yes 

Spouse* receives personal effects and first 
£450,000 plus half the balance. Rest shared 

between brothers and sisters** and their Issue 

No 

Spouse* receives everything (but check what 
happens on death of surviving spouse) 

Yes 

Shared equally between 
them or their Issue  

No 

Do you have brothers or 
sisters? 

 

Yes 

Shared equally between 
them** or their Issue 

No 

Do you have grandparents? 
 

Yes 

Shared equally between 
them  

No 

Do you have aunts or 
uncles? 

 

Yes 

Shared equally between 
them or their Issue 

No 

Everything goes to the 
Crown 

 

What happens if you  
die without a Will? 
 

Meaning of Terms 
Spouse – means husband or wife or civil partner 
Issue – mends children (both legitimate and illegitimate and adopted) and grandchildren and great grandchildren etc. 
* The Spouse will only benefit if he or she survives the intestate for 28 days. Where this does not happen the estate 
will be dealt with as if there is no spouse. 
** Reference to "brothers and sisters" means siblings of the whole blood – if there are none siblings of half blood may 
then take a share in the estate. 

 

This fact sheet is intended as a guide and no action should 
be taken without first seeking professional advice on your 
specific circumstances. 
Call David Farr or Keith Darvill for an appointment to make 
a Will today! Telephone 01708 757575 

kenneth elliott + rowe 
solicitors 

 
enterprise house 
18 eastern road  

romford 
essex 
rm1 3pj 

01708 757575 
www.ker.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




